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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

Union  Offices, 

Chester-le-Street. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District 
Council. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1972. 

The  crude  birth  rate  fell  to  13.9  births  per  1,000  population. 
This  is  the  lowest  Rate  ever  recorded  for  the  District.  This  trend  is  in 
keeping  with  the  National  fall,  and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  improve- 
ment and  increased  use  of  contraceptive  methods. 

The  death  rate  rose  slightly  as  compared  with  1971. 

The  other  statistics  showed  no  great  change  when  compared 
with  the  previous  year  or  with  National  figures. 

The  report  of  the  Council’s  Approved  Officer  for  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  Mr.  McDougall,  has  been  in- 
cluded as  for  previous  year. 

The  Meals  Service  for  the  Aged  continued  to  expand. 

Routine  hygiene  inspection  and  investigations  continued  to 
receive  attention. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  support  and  help,  and  also  the  staff  of  the 
Department  for  their  efforts  and  enthusiasm  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — (Joint  Appointment  with  U.D.C.  and 
Durham  C.C.) 

J.  L.  SIDDLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.F.C.M.,  D.P.H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

ROBERT  REID  MacDOUGALL,  M.A.P.H.L,  A.R.S.H.,  R.P. 
Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

ANTHONY  WILLIS,  M.A.P.H.L,  M.R.S.H. 
ROBERT  JACKSON,  M.A.P.H.T.  M.R.S.H. 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

GLEN  LINDSAY  SCOTT  MacADAM 


Housing  Visitor  and  Organiser  of  Services  for  the  elderly: 
SHIRLEY  MARGARET  ANDERSON 


Clerical  Staff 

VICTOR  MOORE 
JEAN  EADDIE 


Rodent  Officer: 

JOHN  JOSEPH  TRUMAN  LEWIS 
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SECTION  A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL 

Area  (acres)  

Population  

Persons  per  Acre  

Inhabited  Houses  

Rateable  Value  

Penny  Rate  Product 


CONDITIONS  IN  THE  AREA 

1931  1970  1972 

26,925  22,226  22,226 

52,991  46,020  47,620 

1.97  2.12  2.14 

12,026  16,260  16,941 

£173,350  £1,694,623  £1,863,232 

£635  £6,513  £17,500 


♦Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  including  members  of  the 
armed  forces  stationed  in  area. 

The  estimated  population  rose  by  approximately  400. 


Area 

The  area  of  the  Rural  District  remains  unchanged  at  22.226 
acres. 

The  density  of  the  population  for  the  year  being  2.14  persons 
per  acre. 
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Table  1 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1972  was  47,620. 


The  estimates  for  the  past  10  years  are  given  below: — 

Reg.  GeneraVs 

est.  population 

1963  

43,090 

1964  

43,590 

1965  

44,310 

1966  

45,090 

1967  

45,680 

1968  

46,060 

1969  

46,180 

1970  

46,020 

1971  

47,220 

1972  

47,620 

1971  Census  Figures  46,815 

AGE  and  SEX  DISTRIBUTION— Census  1971 


All  Ages  All  Persons 


0-4 

46,815 

4,145 

5-9 

4,145 

10-14 

3,525 

15-19 

2,975 

20-24 

3,215 

25-29 

3,515 

30-34 

3,310 

35-39 

2,960 

40-44 

2,840 

45-49 

3,100 

50-54 

2,755 

55-59 

2,510 

60-64 

2,485 

65-69 

2,145 

70-74 

1,555 

75-79 

915 

80-84 

460 

85-89 

195 

90-94 

55 

95  and  over 

5 

Males 

Females 

23,135 

23,680 

2,145 

2,005 

2,150 

1,995 

1,810 

1,715 

1,505 

1,465 

1,540 

1,675 

1,720 

1,795 

1,690 

1,620 

1,540 

1,425 

1,440 

1,400 

1,565 

1,535 

1,385 

1,375 

1,240 

1,270 

1,175 

1,310 

1,005 

1,145 

625 

930 

360 

555 

170 

290 

70 

125 

15 

40 

0 

5 
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Births 


The  Birth  Rate  fell  to  13.9  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  rate  for 
the  Rural  District.  The  gradual  fall  since  1967  which  was 
interupted  in  1971  has  now  therefore  continued.* 


1968 

18.0 

1969 

17.4 

1970 

15.8 

1971 

16.0 

1972 

13.9 

(830  live  births) 
(805  live  births) 
(726  live  births) 
(755  live  births) 
(664  live  births) 


Live  Births: — 

Legitimate:  318  male  306  female  Total  624 

Illegitimate:  20  male  20  female  Total  40 

(6.0%  of  total  births) 

Total  Births  664 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  13.9 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  13.2 

Still  births  (3  female,  6 male).  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still  births)  13.0 
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Deaths 


Table  2 


The  number  of  deaths  during  1972  was  562  compared  with  464 
for  1971.  The  crude  death  rate  being  1 1.8  for  1972,  as  compared  with 
9.8  for  1971. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Other  Tuberculosis  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  .... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus.... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

Leukaemia  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

Anaemias 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc 

Mental  Disorders  

Multiple  Sclerosis  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

Asthma  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .... 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 
Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy  etc. 
Diseases  of  Musculo-Skelet^  System 

Congenital  Anomalies  

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  .... 
Symptoms  and  111  Defined  conditions  .... 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

All  Other  External  Causes  

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  Male  .... 

Female  .... 


4 weeks 
and 

Under  under 


All  ages 
M F 


1 


_ 1 _ 
2 1 1 

3 

2 1 — 
6 11  — 
12  6 — 
— 1 — 
26  3 — 
1 18  — 
— 2 — 

3 

12  13  — 
— 1 — 
2 3 — 
1 3 — 
— 3 — 


1 

1 


1 3 

2 2 
4 3 

102  57 
10  11 
39  29 
13  9 
1 2 
17  20 
30  6 
1 2 

3 1 

4 2 

— 3 
4 2 
3 1 
1 — 
1 1 

— 1 


1 — 
1 — 
2 2 
2 1 
1 2 
3 — 
5 7 
3 — 
1 — 


328 

234 


75 

5 15  25  35  45  55  65  & 
over 

1 

1 1 

1 2 

1 1 1 _ 

467 

2493 

_ 1 _ 

1 2 7 18  1 

22555 

1 1 

1 2 — 

1 1 1 4 2 3 7 6 

1 

1 1—3 

1 12  — 

1 1 1 

1 _ 

1 

1 

1 1 2 

1 _ 1 _ 1 1 

2 2 3 

1 16  28  55  59 

22  8 9 

1 3 7 19  38 

1 1 4 16 

1 2 

1 — 2 10  21 

6 6 13  11 

- 1 1 1 — 

11—11 

112  2 

3_ 

2 4 — 

2 2 — 

1 

2 

1 

1 


2 

1 1 1 

- 1 12  8 

11—1 

1 

3 3 1 6 29  65108104 
- 1 4 8 13  22  76106 
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Table  3 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year. 


1 . Diseases  of  heart  and 

circulatory  system 

2.  Cancer  

3.  Respiratory  Diseases 

(Ex.  Pul.  T.B.) 

4.  Violence  (3  Road  traffic 

deaths,  19  other  violent 
causes,  3 suicide)  .... 

5.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 


1971  1972 


No.  of 
deaths 

VoOf 

total 

deaths 

No.  of 
deaths 

Vo  of 
total 
deaths 

246 

53 

281 

50.0 

84 

18.1 

120 

21.3 

65 

14 

83 

14.1 

27 

5.8 

19 

3.3 

3 

0.6 

1 

1.7 

Cancer 

Deaths  from  Cancer  increased  from  84  in  1971  to  120  in  1972. 
The  increases  were  mainly  in  the  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  stomach, 
breast  and  lung.  In  the  case  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  the  number  of 
deaths  rose  from  18  to  29.  Of  the  29  cases,  only  3 were  females. 

The  death  rate  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  was  0.6  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  The  rate  for  Durham  County  was  0.61  per  1,000 
population. 


Coronary  Artery  Disease 

There  was  a big  increase  in  deaths  from  coronary  artery 
disease.  In  1971  there  were  131  deaths,  but  the  figure  for  1972  was 
159. 


The  death  rate  for  coronary  artery  disease  was  3.3  per  1,000 
population,  which  was  almost  the  same  as  the  figure  of  3.34  per 
1,000  for  the  whole  of  Durham  County. 

Respiratory  Diseases 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  rose  from  65  in  1971  to  82  in 
1972.  The  rise  was  largely  under  the  heading  of  bronchitis  and 
emphysema  which  showed  10  more  deaths  in  1972  than  in  1971. 
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Violent  Deaths 

Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  fell  from  9 in  1972  to  3 in 
1972.  The  total  of  deaths  under  this  heading  was  8 less  than  in  1971. 

infant  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1972  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  was  one  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  being  13.  The  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  20  deaths  pr  1000  live  births. 

The  County  Council  figure  for  the  year  was  19  per  1000  live 
births. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  & deaths  in  first  week  of  life, 
expressed  as  a rate  per  1000  total  births)  25.0 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age  expressed 
per  1000  births)  14.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  (Still  births  expressed  per  1000  total  births)  13.0 
Infant  Death  Analysis 

Of  the  1 3 deaths  8 occurred  within  7 days  of  birth  and  were 
mainly  due  to  birth  injury,  difficult  labour  and  congental  anomalies. 
There  were  3 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  under  the 
heading  of  pneumonia. 
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Table  4. 


Deaths 

under 

1 year 

m <N  ri-  cn  i-H 

9—12 

months 

6—9 

months 

1 

3—6 

months 

(S 

1—3 

months 

- 

- 

Total 
under  4 
Weeks 

fS  Tf  ro 

ON 

2—3 

Weeks 

1 

1—2 

Weeks 

Under 

Week 

^ <N 

Cause  of  Death 

Pneumonia  

Congenital  Abnormalities  

Birth  Injury  Etc,  

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Injury 

Ill  Defined  Conditions  

Total  

13 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

(1)  Laboratory  Services  Available 

1 . Department  Group  of  Hospitals — Department  of  Pathology. 

2.  Public  Health  Laboratory — General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

3.  County  Analyst,  County  Hall,  Durham. 

(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  areas.  Chester- 
le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Area.  For  each 
area  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to  exercise  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions  relating 
to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946. 

All  day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  Service  is  carried 
out  by  County  Headquarters.  The  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  deputises  for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at 
quarterly  meetings  of  the  Area  Sub-Committee. 

Certain  services  which  were  previously  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, but  are  now  in  the  Social  Services  Department — Home  Help, 
Mental  Health,  Hostel  Accom.modation — are  no  longer  included 
under  this  heading. 

{a)  Clinics 

In  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  the  County  Council  had 
Four  clinics  which  were  utilised  in  connection  with  local  health 
authority  services  in  the  district.  In  some  cases  the  clinics  held 
in  the  Urban  District  are  more  convenient  for  certain  of  the  rural 
district  inhabitants  so  that  these  have  been  included  in  the  table 
shown. 


Address  of  Centre 

Sessions 

Hexham  Villa,  Birtley 

Child  Welfare 

....  Friday  weekly 

Telephone  2889 

Post-natal  & 

Alternate 

Ante-natal  Monday  Afternoons 

Dental  Clinic  ....  Daily 

Hearing  Tests  ....  Alternate  Mondays  a.m. 

School  Health  Service  Wednesday  a.m. 

Home  Help  ....  Thursday  a.m. 

Relaxation  ....  Thursday  p.m. 

Methodist  Chapel, 

Grange  Villa 

Child  Welfare 

....  Thursday  mornings 
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Address  of  Centre 

Sessions 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare 
Clinic,  Pelton 

Telephone  Beamish  400 

Relaxation 

Chiropody 

Child  Welfare 

Hearing  tests 

Monday  p.m. 

- Tuesday  p.m. 

Wednesday  a.m. 

Alternate  Weds.  p.m. 

Old  Relief  Office,  Front 
Street,  Sacriston 
Telephone:  Sacriston 561 

Hearing  tests 

Child  Welafre 
Relaxation 

Chiropody 

Tuesday  a.m. 

Wednesdays 

Thursday  p.m. 

Alternate  Fridays 

Mains  Farm  House, 

West  Lane,  Chester-le- 
Street. 

Telephone:  3286 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal  & Post- 
natal 

Tuesdays  weekly  and 
alternate  Wednesdays. 

Alternate  Wednesdays 
a.m. 

Alternate  Thursdays  a.m. 

Monday  Weekly 

Health  Visitor  Clinics 
Health  Education  & 
Relaxation  Classes  .... 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 


Birth  Control  Clinic 

Number  on  Register 
From  1-1-1972 

Attendances 

Birtley  

47 

159 

Post  Natal  Clinic 

Birtley  

— 

— 

Health  Education  and  Relaxation 

Birtley  

72 

467 

Sacriston  

42 

267 

West  Pelton  

38 

205 

Health  Visitor  Sessions 

Birtley  

37 

216 

Sacriston  

79 

141 

West  Pelton  

52 

151 

(c)  Ambulance  Service  including  Chester-le-Street  U.D.C. 

The  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council  is  served,  princi- 
pally by  the  ambulance  depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester- 
le-Street. 

There  is  a 24-hour  coverage  from  this  Depot,  but  in  case  of 
emergency,  a service  is  supplied  from  other  Depots.  Overall  control 
is  exercised  by  Central  Control  at  Durham,  whereby  a system  of 
direct  telephone  lines  and  radios,  close  supervision  is  kept  of  vehicles 
operating  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  thus  enabling  any  area  to  be 
reinforced  as  necessary. 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  in  the  area  should  be  made 
to  Central  Control  at  Durham  where  a 24-hour  service  is  maintained. 
Telephone  Durham  4488. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Chester- 
le-Street  depot  during  the  year,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  these 
figures  will  include  patients  from  areas  other  than  the  Rural  District 
and  that  the  conveyance  of  patients  residing  in  the  rural  district 
is  not  restricted  to  the  Chester-le- Street  Depot,  but  may  be  under- 
taken by  vehicles  from  other  depots  passing  through  the  area. 


No.  of  persons 

Patients  carried 

Total 

Mileage 

using  the  service 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

2,5783 

5239 

20544 

25783 

155284 

{d)  Prevention  of  Illness  and  Aftercare 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
Durham  County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  free  on  loan  to 
those  needing  them  on  the  recommendation  of  a Doctor,  Health 
Visitor,  District  Nurse,  or  Medical  Social  Worker. 


{e)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  from  the  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  Clinics  which  cater  for  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  children 
are  in  Birtley  and  Chester-le-Street. 

Sessions  are  held  by  Medical  Officers,  the  Oculist,  Education 
Psychologists  and  Audiometricians. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 


(3)  Hospital  Services 

The  population  of  the  district  is  in  the  main  dealt  with  by  the 
Durham  Group  of  Hospitals. 

None  of  the  hospitals  is  sited  in  the  Rural  District  but  the 
General  Hospital  and  Highfield  Hospital  are  in  the  adjoining  Urban 
District  of  Chester-le-Street  (Tel.:  Gen.  2001,  High  3207). 

Infectious  Diseases  from  the  district  are  now  admitted  to  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead.  Telephone  Low  Fell  878989. 


(4)  Executive  Council  Service 

The  Executive  council  for  the  county  of  Durham  is  responsible 
for  the  administration  and  general  management  of  the  Family 
Practitioner  Services  in  the  District. 
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The  Practitioner  Services  include  the  Family  Doctor  Service, 
the  Dental  Service,  the  Eye  Service  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Service, 
all  of  which  provide  the  patient  with  the  individual  medical  attention 
that  he  needs. 


(5)  Health  Education 

Health  Education  is  primarily  carried  out  by  direct  contact  of 
Public  Health  Inspectors  with  members  of  the  public  in  their  normal 
duties  of  visiting  shops,  houses  etc. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Department  co-operated  in  National 
Publicity  Schemes  by  distributing  the  appropriate  posters.  Publicity 
material  in  support  of  the  County  Council’s  monthly  topic  was  also 
distributed  in  the  district. 
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SERVICES  UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 


I.  Meals  for  the  Aged 

Details  of  the  service  are  given  below. 


a.  Kitchens — Sacriston 
Birtley 
Lumley 
West  Pelton 
Kibblesworth 


Cook  & Assistant  Cook 
Cook  & Assistant  Cook 
Cook  & Assistant  Cook 
Cook  & Assistant  Cook 
Cook  & Assistant  Cook 


b.  Vans — 4 vans  with  part  time  paid  drivers. 


c.  Luncheon  Clubs  held  at : — 
Sacriston 
Birtley 

Kibblesworth 

Birtley  North 

Pelton 

Fatfield 

Burnmoor 

Eighton  Banks 

Nettlesworth 


West  Pelton 

Barley  Mow 

Great  Lumley 

Little  Lumley 

Edmondsley — Blackhouse 

Edmondsley — Claytonville 

Waldridge 

Ouston 

Grange  Villa 


d.  Voluntary  help  continued  to  be  used  but  as  time  goes  by  the 
numbers  available  continue  to  fall.  Nevertheless  thanks  must  be 
given  by  the  Council  to  all  who  have  given  their  time  in  order  to 
help  the  running  of  this  service. 

e.  Number  of  meals: — 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Meals  on  Wheels 

19,854 

22,032 

20,938 

28,348 

36,799 

Luncheon  Clubs 

28,198 

35,261 

41,694 

48,663 

66,387 

Total: 

48,052 

57,293 

62,632 

77,011 

103186 

The  total  meals  served  during  the  year  was  103,186 — a big 
increase  over  the  1971  figures.  Overall  this  means  that  1 in  5 of  the 
persons  over  65  years  in  the  district  have  benefited  from  the  service. 
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In  the  case  of  Meals  on  Wheels,  approximately  1 in  10  of 
persons  over  70  years  of  age  received  this  service. 

f.  Charge 

The  charge  is  5p  for  meals,  and  has  remained  at  this  level 
since  the  commencement  of  the  service. 

g.  Persons  eligible: — 

Meals  on  Wheels — Over  65  years  of  age. 

(a)  Housebound 

(b)  Living  alone  (or  alone  all  day,  and  are  sick,  confused  men- 
tally or  so  physically  infirm  that  they  have  difficulty  in  preparing 
or  cooking  a main  meal). 

(c)  Those  in  temporary  difficulty  (convalescent  or  bereaved). 
Luncheon  Clubs — Over  65  years  of  age. 

Priority  to  persons  either  male  or  female  who  live  alone. 


11  Holidays  for  the  Aged 

A party  of  Pensioners  was  again  sent  for  a weeks  holiday  to 
Southport.  This  was  the  sixth  successive  year  that  the  holidays  have 
been  arranged. 

There  were  970  applicants  for  194  places.  The  criteria  used  in 
selection  were  as  for  previous  years — age  and  length  of  time  since  last 
holiday. 

A good  time  was  had  by  all,  and  many  letters  expressing 
thanks  to  the  council  were  received. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


(1)  Water 

Piped  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  district  by  the  Newcastle 
& Gateshead  Water  Board;  South  Shields  & Sunderland  Water  Co., 
or  Durham  County  Water  Board. 

The  Companies  themselves  keep  a constant  check  to  ensure 
that  the  water  supplied  is  pure  and  wholesome.  The  Council’s  Public 
Health  Inspectors  do  an  additional  check  by  submitting  samples  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Of  the  samples  submitted: 

Durham  County  Water  Board : 

16  satisfactory  1 unsatisfactory 

Other  undertakings : 

19  satisfactory  Nil  unsatisfactory 

Samples  of  drinking  water  were  also  taken  during  the  year  and 
sent  for  analysis  to  check  for  the  presence  of  certain  metals  (lead 
and  copper). 

All  the  results  compared  favourably  with  the  internationally 
Accepted  standards. 

Water  Consumption 

There  was  a further  increase  in  the  amount  of  water  consumed 
in  the  District  during  1972.  The  figures  for  the  Northern 
Division  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  (this  includes  part 
of  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District)  were  as  follows 
Domestic  Consumption  34  gals  per  head  per  day 
Trade  & Industry  „ 1 8 gals,  per  head  per  day 

TOTAL  52  gals,  per  head  per  day 

The  total  figure  for  1971  was  48  gals  per  head  per  day. 

(2)  Fluoridation  of  Water  Supply — Durham  County  Water  Board 
Fluoridation  is  added  to  the  water  supply  of  the  Honey  Hill 

Treatment  Works  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  which 
supplies  water  to  part  of  the  Rural  District. 

Amount  of  1 ppm  is  added,  and  samples  taken  by  the  Board 
during  the  year  were  generally  satisfactory. 
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(3)  Public  Cleansing 

The  service  continued  satisfactorily  during  1972 

(4)  Inspection  of  the  Area  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Again  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  have  been  largely 
abated  by  persuasion,  it  being  necessary  to  serve  no  formal  notices 
and  16  informal  notices. 

(5)  Petroleum  Consolidated  Act,  1928 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  the  responsible  figures  in 
connection  with  this  Act. 

Sixty  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage 
of  278,730  gallons  of  petrol.  One  licence  was  issued  for  the  storage 
of  2,230  tons  of  calcium  carbide.  One  licence  has  been  issued  for 
50  gallons  of  naphtha. 

(6)  Miscellaneous  Licences  Issued 
1 Pet  Shop 

4 Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963. 

26  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964. 

(7)  Summary  of  Works  carried  out 


Table  5 


Defective  Yard  Wall 

,,  Electric  switches 

„ Door  

„ Window  frame 
„ Wallplaster  .... 

„ Ceiling 

,,  Floor 

„ Fireplace 

„ W.C 

„ Wash  hand  basin 
„ Brickwork 
„ Eavesgutters  .... 

„ Skirting  boards 

,,  Drains 

Dampness  


4 

2 

3 

4 

3 
1 
2 
1 

4 

1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

10 


21 


Table  6 


(8)  Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  and  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949) 


Type  of  Prperty 
Non- 

Agricultural  Agricultural 


I. 


Number  of  Properties  in  District  

18,445 

232 

(a) 

II. 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

892 

4 

(b) 

Number  Infested  by 

(i)  Rats  

538 

(ii)  Mice 

254 

— 

(a) 

III. 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rat  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification  

159 

2 

(b) 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats  

92 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

48 

— 

The  general  condition  of  the  area  was  much  the  same  as  in 
previous  years. 

(9)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  three  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  District — 
Lambton  Baths,  Sacriston  and  Birtley — the  latter  being  uncovered. 

All  use  mains  water  and  have  filtration  and  chlorination 
plants. 

1 1 samples  were  taken  at  the  Baths,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory 

(10)  Disinfestation,  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  Flies,  Red  Mite,  etc. 
214  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


(11)  Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  


Occu- 


Number 

Number  of 

piers 

on 

Inspec-  Written 

prose- 

Register 

tions  notice 

cuted 

9 

75  — 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Authority  103  403 


(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  9 67 

TOTAL  ....  121  545 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
‘cases’) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 
(6) 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Rem- 

edied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  HM 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  HM 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
(Other  offences  against  the  Act 

not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork 

1 

1 

3 

TOTAL 

5 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
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(12)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  the  designated  Officers  under 
this  Act. 

Mr.  McDougall’s  report  for  1972  is  summarised  below: 


TABLE  A— 

Offices 50 

Wholesale  Shops,  etc.  15 

Retail  Shops  138 

Catering  Establishments  42 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 1 


Total  246 

TABLE  B— 

Number  of  visits  of  Inspectors  to  registered 

premises  230 

TABLE  C — (Persons  Employed) — 

Offices 1625 

Retail  Shops  565 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 407 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  ....  383 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 3 

Canteens  33 

Total  3016 

Total  Males  ....  1594 

Total  Females  ....  1422 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

TABLE  D— 

Section  Number  of  contraventions  found 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

23 

24 


Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Temperature 
Ventilation 
Lighting  .... 

Sanitary  Convenience 
Washing  Facilities.... 

Supply  of  drinking  water 
Clothing  accommodation 

Sitting  facihties  

Seats  (Sedentary  workers) 

Eating  facilities  

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 
Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 
machinery  

Training  of  young  persons  working  at  dangerous 
machinery  

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

First  Aid  

Other  Matters  


1 

4 

2 

6 

2 


4 


8 
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TABLE  E— 
Reported  Accidents 


Total  Action  Recommended  No. 
No.  No.  Prose-  Formal  Informal  Action 
Workplace  rep’ted  Inv’ed  ecution  Warning  Advice 


Office  7 3 

Retail  Shops  5 4 

Wholesale  Shops  & 

Warehouses  24  17 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public  ....  4 3 

Fuel  Storage  — — 

TOTALS  ....  40  27 
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TABLE  F— 


ANALYSIS  OF  REPORTED  ACCIDENTS 


Cat’ing 

Retail  W’sale  Estab.  Canteen  Fuel 
Off’ce  Shops  W’house  Open  to  Storage 

Public 


Machinery  — 

Transport  — 

Falls  of  persons  ....  3 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or 
person — 

Handling  Goods  ....  2 

Use  of  Hand  Tools  ....  — 

Struck  by  falling  Object  1 

Not  otherwise  specified  1 

Fires  and  Explosions  — 


3 

3 

5 


2 


1 

8 

1 

2 


2 


1 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Topics  included  general  nuisance  of  dogs;  offensive  smells  in 
various  parts  of  the  district:  complaints  of  noise  by  a variety  of 
causes,  etc. 
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SECTION  D 
HOUSING 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  are  given  below;  first  showing 
action  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  existing  properties, 
secondly  figures  for  completion  of  new  houses,  and  lastly  allocation 
of  houses. 

Housing  Statistics 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

A — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelhng  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  16 

(2)(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  serving  formal  notices  ....  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — 


B — Proceedings  under  section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  made  

32 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  re- 
spect of  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

49 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
a Closing  Order  was  made  

16 

28 
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Table  8 


Allocation  of  Houses  during  the  Year 
List 


A Direct  Overcrowding 

4 

AI  Lacking  Amenities 

7 

B Length  of  time  married  and  living  in  .... 

15 

C Dangerous  property 

— 

M.O.H.  recommendation 

51 

Homeless  on  Eviction 

7 

Condemned  Property  

51 

Aged  Persons’  List 

121 

Single  Persons’  List 

2 

Council  resolutions  

18 

Key  Workers  

2 

Transfers  (to  new  houses) 

20 

Handicapped  Persons  

— 

General  List  

29 

327 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  180  transfers  and  36  ex- 
changes granted,  involving  74  families,  largely  relieving  over- 
crowding, on  health  grounds,  economic  reasons,  and  to  place 
people  nearer  to  work. 

The  figures  showing  the  allocation  of  houses  during  the  year 
have  been  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 


New  Houses  in  the  District 

During  the  year  there  were  140  new  Council  Houses  and  73  new 
private  houses  completed  in  the  district. 


Rehousing  from  Condemned  Property 

There  were  51  families  rehoused  from  condemned  property 
during  1972.  In  1971  the  number  was  40. 
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The  figures  since  1954  are  given  below,  showing  a total 
1,554  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  condemned  property. 


of 


1954  12 

1955  36 

1956  57 

1957  - ....  228 

1958  95 

1959  5 

1960  3 

1961  96 

1962  195 

1963  120 

1964  69 

1965  50 

1966  164 

1967  107 

1968  58 

1969  117 

1970  102 

1971  40 

1972  51 


Total  for  19 

years 

....  1605 

Condemnation  of  Unfit  Houses 

The  total  number  of  houses  condemned  during  the 

year  is 

shown  in  the  table  below 

Year  Ind.  Unfit 

(Dem.  Order) 

(Cl.  Order) 

Total 

1954 

15 

2 

17 

1955 

35 

15 

50 

1956 

111 

9 

120 

1957 

206 

5 

211 

1958 

27 

3 

30 

1959 

102 

4 

106 

1960 

78 

8 

86 

1961 

206 

4 

210 

1962 

59 

4 

63 

1963 

58 

8 

66 

1964 

64 

2 

66 

1965 

111 

3 

114 

1966 

136 

10 

146 

1967 

55 

2 

57 

1968 

57 

16 

73 

1969 

132 

19 

151 

1970 

68 

10 

78 

1971 

35 

5 

40 

1972 

32 

2 

34 

1587 

131 

1718 

Clearance  Areas : 

(1959,1962,1963,1967  & 1970) 

199 

199 

1786 

1917 
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Medical  Priority  Rehousing 

Cases  investigated  claiming  medical  priority  for  rehousing 
numbered  169  of  which  61  were  recommended  for  rehousing. 

Caravans 

Number  of  licensed  residential  caravan  sites:  One’ 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 

Food  Premises 

There  are  295  foodshops  in  the  district,  classfied  as  under: 

Butchers  17 

General  Dealers/Grocers  148 

Greengrocers  6 

Confectionery  26 

Wet  Fish  ....  3 

Fried  Fish  28 

Licensed  Premises  Hotels,  Bars,  Workmens 

Clubs  67 


295 

Other  Food  Premises: 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  11 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  3 

Premises  manufacturing  Sausage,  Potted  Meat 
and  Preserved  foods  69 

Routine  inspections  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

Lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  were  given  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  those  employees  of  the  Council  whose  duties  entail 
food  handling. 

Complaints  concerning  unsatisfactory  foodstuffs  included  a 
wide  variety  of  defects: 

Chicken  Mould 

Cream  Cake  Mould 

There  were  2 prosecutions  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  of 
which  two  were  successful  to  date. 
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Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  for  Ice  Cream  and  Storage:  165 

Samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  as  in  previous  years. 

The  following  foods  were  condemned  and  dealt  with  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


lbs.  ozs. 


Tinned  Meat 

•••• 

86 

8 

„ Fruit 

282 

4 

„ Vegetables 

137 

12 

„ Soup  

30 

0 

„ Pasta  

3 

0 

„ Fish  

7 

8 

„ Apple 

24 

0 

„ Mild  Pudding.... 

30 

8 

„ Milk  & Cream 

12 

12 

Packets  of  Fish 

63 

0 

Packets  of  Meat 

41 

0 

Packets  of  Vegetables 

99 

0 

Packets  of  Cakes 

26 

0 

Bacon  

536 

0 

Chopped  Pork 

12 

0 

Ham  

468 

0 

Cheese 

31 

0 

Ice  Cream  

.... 

201 

0 

Biscuits  

17 

0 

Margarine  

9 

8 

Butter  

13 

8 

Flavouring  

1 

8 

Nuts  

4 

0 

Cereal  

32 

0 

Chocolate  etc 

11 

0 

Dried  Fruit  

2 

0 

Jam  

1 

0 

Sauce  

8 

0 

Beer  

14 

0 

Baby  Food  

9 

0 

TOTAL: 

2213 

12 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

During  1972  there  were  203  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  as  compared  with  200  in  1971.  Of  the  203  there  were  172 
cases  of  measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 

14  cases  notified  (24  in  1971) 

Diphtheria 

No  notifications. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  notifications. 

Measles 

In  spite  of  the  use  of  Measles  vaccine,  there  are  still  considerable 
numbers  of  cases  occurring: — 172  notifications  received. 

Sonne  Dysentry 

1 case. 

Food  Poisoning 

2 cases. 


IMMUNISATION  and  VACCINATION  1972 


Age  Group 

Triple 

Poho 

Measles 

Rubella 

D.T.P. 

0-4 

753 

751 

444 

Over  4 

26 

4 

106 

120 

Boosters 

650 

658 

Smallpox  Vaccinations  during  1972 
Primary  32 


Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

There  was  1 death  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  and 
10  new  cases  were  notified. 

Notifications  and  Deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 

Cases  13  10  10  17  9 12  9 12  7 10 

Deaths  3 423331  — 31 
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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT 
B.C.G.  Vaccination 

B.C.G. 

Given  below  are  the  figures  for  the  last  scheme  carried  out 
in  the  district. 

Schoolchildren 

This  has  now  been  carried  out  in  Birtley  since  1955  and  in  the 
rest  of  the  district  since  1956. 


Number 
Tuberculin 
School  Tested 

Number 

Positive 

Per  Cent  Number 

Positive  Vaccinated 

Lord  Lawson  Comp  .... 

282 

14 

4.9 

225 

Sacriston  Secondary  .... 

50 

1 

2.0 

43 

Fencehouses  Secondary 

102 

5 

4.9 

91 

Pelton  Roseberry  Comp. 

237 

21 

8.8 

177 

671 

41 

6.1 

536 

Table  10 

Age  at  Death 
Under  1 year 

1972 

/o 

2.3 

1 — 4 years 

— 

5 — 14  years.... 

0.5 

15 — 24  years.... 

0.7 

25 — 34  years.... 

0.8 

35 — 44  years.... 

2.5 

45 — 54  years.... 

7.5 

55 — 64  years.... 

15.5 

65 — 74  years.... 

32.7 

75  and  upwards 

37.5 

TOTAL 

100.0 
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Table  11 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  PARISHES  FORMING  THE 
CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Pop. 

1971 

census 

Acreage 

(acres) 

Total 
No.  of 
Inhab. 
houses 

No.  of 
Council 
Houses 

Deaths 

Biddick  South 

25 

348 

10 

— 

— 

Birtley  

....  12512 

1429 

4724 

2535 

197 

Boummoor 

....  2601 

513 

962 

366 

28 

Edmondsley 

....  851 

2099 

353 

229 

11 

Harraton  

....  4323 

2669 

1605 

384 

50 

Lambton  

....  482 

697 

178 

— 

1 

Lamesley  

....  4022 

5679 

1428 

681 

39 

Lumley  Great 

....  3522 

1642 

1124 

596 

28 

Lumley  Little 

....  945 

875 

368 

26 

11 

Ouston  

....  3371 

641 

1043 

255 

15 

Pelton  

....  6256 

926 

2167 

1018 

86 

Flaws  worth 

....  1515 

1248 

484 

290 

18 

Sacriston  

....  4565 

910 

1772 

939 

62 

Urpeth  

....  1332 

1825 

534 

187 

11 

Waldridge 

....  493 

725 

189 

— 

5 

46815 

22226 

16941 

7506 

562 
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Due  to  Quarterly  Infectious  Return 


ANNUAL  REPORT  — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1972 


CANCER  1972  (Age  Group  and  Sites 
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TOTAL  65  MALES  55  FEMALES 


Table  15 


The  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  for 
1972  and  previous  years: 


Year 

Estimated 
Resident 
population 
Mid  year 

Births  Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

RateJ 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Ratexf 

No. 

crude 

rate* 

No. 

crude 

rate* 

1963 

43,090 

751 

17.1 

502 

11.7 

23 

0.00 

1964 

43,590 

798 

18.3 

437 

10.0 

28 

0.00 

1965 

44,310 

779 

17,6 

456 

10.3 

21 

0.00 

1966 

45,090 

820 

17.1 

497 

11.0 

13 

0.00 

1967 

45,680 

783 

18.2 

490 

10.7 

14 

0.00 

1968 

46,060 

830 

18.0 

491 

10.6 

16 

0.00 

1969 

46,180 

805 

17.4 

513 

11.1 

12 

0.00 

1970 

46,020 

726 

15.7 

500 

10.0 

21 

0.00 

1971 

47,220 

755 

16.0 

464 

9.8 

19 

0.00 

1972 

47,620 

664 

13.9 

562 

11.8 

19 

0.00 

* Per  1,000  population  (total) 

t Per  1,000  live  births  (registered) 

t Per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  (registered) 


Table  16 

Table  showing  changes  in  certain  Vital  Statistics  over  a period 


1896 

1921 

1972 

Population  

58,000 

71,580 

47,620 

Births  

2,157 

2,298 

664 

Crude  Birth  Rate  

38.09 

31.82 

13.90 

Deaths 

1,083 

851 

562 

Crude  Death  Rates  

19.00 

13.03 

11.80 

Infant  Deaths 

394 

270 

13 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

128 

117 

19 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal 

Zymotic  Diseases  

212 

126 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  Cases  

553 

378 

14 

Typhoid  Fever  Cases 

108 

6 

— 

Diphtheria  

57 

130 

— 
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Table  17 

New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  1972: — 


Table  18 

( Notifications  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  past  five  years : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary 


1968 

Notifications  Deaths  Notifications  Deaths 

12  3 — 1 

1969 

9 

1 

2 

— 

1970 

12 

— 

1 

— 

1971 

7 

3 

1 

— 

1972 

10 

1 

1 

— 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE  — 1957-1972 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  — 1957-1972 
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